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How is Symbolism utilized in ‘The Heron Maiden” by Sagi Musume? 
Literary, Symbolism is the artistic style in which the author employs symbolic images and indirect suggestions to express mystical ideas, states of mind, and their emotions. Mainly, an author uses symbols to hide the intended meanings that in this case, could be offensive and unethical to the audience and enhance critical thinking amongst the audience. Sagi Musume uses Symbolism in his piece to show the various ethical issues that underlie beauty and love at first sight. In other words, throughout the folk-tale “The Heron Maiden,” Heron is used symbolically to represent the actual consequences that people face as a result of being lured by physical appearances. 
     	Sagi uses heron Maiden to symbolize ‘external beauty.’ From the tale, it is evident that man falls in love with heron because of her beauty. It is indeed ironical that regardless of the man selling the fabric, he does not have an idea on the way that his wife weaves it. However, when the man realizes that his wife is a heron that changes to a beautiful woman, they both have to end their relationship (Sagi, 1741). In this case, the author tries to exemplify the fact that the inner is more prudent more than physical looks. On the same note, beauty has a more profound understanding, more than just what people literary know. One has to know a person’s inner characters before making judgments on physical nature. Sagi symbolically depicts that outward looks can sometimes belirt.
      	Moreover, Sagi uses the heron, relating and associating it with human beings thence contextually symbolizing the kind of relationship that exists in the Japanese culture between human beings and animals. The Japanese believe that when a bird or any wounded animal comes to your homestead, you ought to treat it right. They symbolize birds with blessings in that you have to treat from the humanistic perspective. From the tale, it is evident that Musume uses the heron and good deeds that it does to the man by turning to be a beautiful girl. 
     Concisely, it is evident that Sagi Musume uses a lot of Symbolism in his tale. Symbolism is hugely embraced throughout the text. In other words, it is used to show there is a need for human beings to treat each other precisely. In addition, it is crucial for human beings to take care of their surrounding environment (birds). 
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